











Isaiah

1. Introduction — The book of Isaiah contains the prophecies of Isaiah, who ministered as a prophet to Judah prior to
the exile. The richness and beauty and length of this book set it apart from other books in the Hebrew Bible. The
New Testament quotes frequently from Isaiah, making Isaiah a very important book for understanding the
relationship between the Old and New Testament. Isaiah deals with God’s judgment, his mercy, and his
trustworthiness.

2. Author and date — Authorship and unity of the book are huge points of controversy. The very first verse
attributes authorship to Isaiah, son of Amoz, He ministered during the reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and
Hezekiah, kings of Judah (2 Kings 19-20, Isaiah 1:1) in the latter half of the 8" century B.C. In the late 18"
century, the unity and authorship of Isaiah were called into question by liberal scholars based on two primary
considerations: 1) they could not accept the supernatural claims of predictive prophecy and were forced to date
the book after some of the detailed prophecies (like naming Cyrus (44:28)) had been fulfilled; 2) they recognized
significant differences in the historical situation, linguistic style, and theological concerns in ch. 40-66 compared
to ch. 1-39. It became fashionable to refer to ch. 40-66 as “deutero-Isaiah” (Second Isaiah). Later scholars found
even more distinctions in the text and theorized a 3, 4™, 5", and even 6" Isaiah!

Conservative scholars responded with several counter-arguments: 1) Passages from both sections are attributed
by the NT to Isaiah (e.g., John cites 6:10 and 53:1 in consecutive verses and identifies both as Isaiah). 2) Other
prophets, such as Zephaniah, Nahum, and Jeremiah, seem to use very similar language to Isaiah 40-66, which
suggests Isaiah was already available to them before the late date theorized by liberal scholars. 3) Many common
themes and word choices are found in the two sections; 4) Extrabiblical literature and manuscripts from the 2"
century B.C. show no awareness of two authors, two sections, or two dates of composition. The Isaiah
manuscript from Qumran shows no break at all between the end of ch. 39 and the beginning ch. 40.

More recent conservative scholarship has shown an openness to considering the book as a product of a later
editor or author writing an addendum or update under divine inspiration. This is not different in principle from
allowances that conservatives make concerning editorial additions and updates in the writings attributed to Moses
given that those writings include an account of his death (Deut. 34). However, at least two further considerations
make this approach seem unsatisfactory: 1) in John’s reference to Isaiah, he seems to attribute the sayings to a
single person named Isaiah, not simply to a single book called Isaiah; 2) evidence indicates that Kings used the
complete book of Isaiah, and Kings was completed by the middle of the exile. Therefore, a single author seems
the most natural conclusion for those who accept the validity of predictive prophecy and the inerrancy of
Scripture.

3. Major themes:

a. Sons’ names as signs: lsaiah’s children — Shear-Jashub (“a remnant will return”) and Maher-Shalal-Hash-
Baz (“quick to the plunder, swift to the spoil”); God’s son — Immanuel (“God with us”) and the child in 9:6.

b.  The servant: Four sections have been identified as “Servant Songs” (42:1-7, 49:1-9, 50:4-11, 52:13-53:12).
The servant will be used by God to fulfill God’s plans. Interpreters have wrestled over the identity of the
servant, whether the servant is corporate Israel or an individual (the Messiah). This can best understood as
pointing to the faithful remnant of God’s people; the faithful remnant is ultimately shown to be a single
person, pointing us to the faithful Man, the true Israelite, Jesus.

c.  The Holy One of Israel: God reveals his holy character, the magnitude of Israel’s offense against God, and
God’s gracious character in bringing the remnant back to himself.

4.  Structure of the book (Hill and Walton): iv. “Woe” oracles at the time of the siege
a. Introduction of Jerusalem (28-33)
i.  Overture (1-5) v.  Apocalyptic conclusion of “woe”
ii.  Commissioning (6) oracles (34-35)
b.  Assyrian Context vi.  Resolution of the Assyrian crisis (36-
i.  Oracles at the time of Syro-Ephraimite 37)
coalition (7-12) vii. Transition to Babylonian crisis (38-39)
ii.  Oracles against nations (13-23) c. Projected oracles addressing exiles (40-55)
iii.  Apocalyptic conclusion to oracles d.  Projected oracles addressing postexilic
against the nations (24-27) situation (56-66)
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Jeremiah

1. Introduction — Jeremiah is the largest of the prophetic books. Jeremiah prophesied to the people of
Judah just before and during the exile to Babylon. He called the people to repentance. When this
message was steadfastly resisted, his message became one of certain judgment and eventual
restoration.

2. Author and date — The book is arecord of the ministry of Jeremiah. Baruch the scribeis said to have
recorded the words of Jeremiah (36:4,32). He may have recorded the book as awhole. Much of the
content of the book is directly attributed to the Lord. The phrase “saysthe Lord” occurs well over 100
timesin the book. Many passagesin both the OT and NT attribute the book to Jeremiah (2 Chron.
36:22, Dan. 9:2, Matt. 2:17-18). There are actually two quite different manuscript traditions of
Jeremiah—one associated with the Septuagint translation and the other with the Masoretic text. They
differ primarily in arrangement and length. The former text is about 1/7 shorter than the latter.
Scholars theorize that the former may have been an earlier version of the book, possibly even aversion
associ ated with the one that King Jehoiakim burned (ch. 36). The Septuagint version may have been
circulated by Jeremiah during histime in Egypt (41:16-44:30). The more extended version could
have been written by Jeremiah later in life or expanded by his scribe Baruch after Jeremiah’s death.
Our modern version is based primarily on the Masoretic text. Jeremiah’s ministry began during the
reign of Josiah and continued through the fall to Babylon and the appointment of Babylonian
governors over Judah.

3. Background and purpose — Josiah was the last king of whom it is said that “ he did what was right in
the eyes of the LORD.” Subsequently, three of his sons and one grandson ruled, always under
the domination of either Egypt or Babylon. The Assyrian empire had disintegrated, and Judah
was now caught between the aspirations of Egypt and Babylon. Reforms were begun under
Josiah, but the people were not committed to these from the heart. They were given to idolatry in their
hearts. They were putting their hope in political power and alliances rather than in the Lord (Jer.
2:18,36). Jeremiah called them to repent and interceded on their behalf. Eventualy, the Lord
instructed Jeremiah not to continue to intercede for the people (7:16); judgment was now certain. The
people were called to submit to the rule of the Babylonians; the exiles already there were told to settle
down and live there (Jer. 29:4-7). Jeremiah was strongly opposed by the king and other officials as
well as by many false prophets; he was whipped, put in stocks, accused of treason, lowered into a
cistern, and arrested. Jeremiah records not only the call of God on the people but his own struggles
with his suffering and feelings of being abandoned by God.

4. Magjor themes and ideas:

a.  God's sovereignty: Throughout the book, Jeremiah lifts up God’ s sovereignty. He rules over the
nations and calls them to account. Heis especially the God of Israel, but he exercises dominion
and authority over the nations aswell. Heisthe one who destroys as well as builds among the
nations ( 1:10). God'sword will accomplish its purposes (4:28).

b. Covenant faithfulness from the heart: Mere outward conformity to God’s law or to areligious
tradition is unacceptable to God. God would still call them to account for their covenant
unfaithfulness according to the curses announced in Deut. 27-28. The presence of the temple
among them would not be sufficient to shelter them or ward off God' s anger (7:1-6).

c. Thenew covenant: Even though judgment was certain, God held out hope of his steadfast love
and mercy. He would one day do such awork in his people that their hearts would incline to him.
Hislaw would be written there, and they would know him and be cleansed by him (31:31-34). A
righteous branch of David would spring forth to rule justly and to save and protect God' s people
(23:5-6; 33:15-16)
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Lamentations

1. Introduction — The judgment of God threatened by Deuteronomy and announced by the prophets had
fallen upon Israel and Judah because of their sins. Jerusalem and the temple had been destroyed, and
the people had been taken into exile to Babylon. Lamentations expresses the despair and hopelessness
experienced by the people as a result of God turning against them.

2. Author and date — Jeremiah is traditionally identified as the author. However, the book itself does not
identify the author, and nowhere else in Scripture is Jeremiah identified as the author. Jeremiah
certainly could have written it; he lived during the time addressed by the book. However, there is no
clear evidence that allows us to identify the author with any confidence. This is not a significant
problem; the interpretation of the book does not depend on identifying the author. The book was
written in response to the destruction of Jerusalem by the Babylonians, which occurred in 587 B.C.
Due to the level and freshness of emotion expressed in the book, most scholars date the book shortly
after this event. Thus, it is a product of the exilic period.

3. Historical background — The background of this event is rather confusing, so we lay it out here in some
detail. King Josiah had instituted widespread reforms, but he did not succeed in gaining the hearts of
the people. He died in battle against Egypt in 609 B.C., and his son Jehoahaz became king. Judah was
caught between the two major powers of the day, Egypt and Babylon. Pharaoh Neco extended his
power into Judah and deposed Jehoahaz to Egypt after Jehoahaz was on the throne only three months.
Neco appointed Eliakim, Jehoahaz’s brother, to be king, and changed his name to Jehoiakim.
Jehoiakim paid tribute to Neco; during his reign, Jehoiakim had many conflicts with the prophet
Jeremiah, including cutting up and throwing into a fire a scroll containing Jeremiah’s prophecy. In
605, Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon defeated the Egyptians. The next year he returned to Judah and
made Jehoikim his vassal. Soon after, Jehoikim turned to Egypt for help, provoking Babylon to invade
Judah in 598. Jehoikim had died before the Babylonians arrived; his son Jehoiachin, only 18 years old,
had been made king. Jehoiachin surrendered and was carried off to Babylon. Nebuchadnezzar
appointed Mattaniah, Jehoichin’s uncle (another of Josiah’s sons), as king, and changed his name to
Zedekiah. In spite of Jeremiah’s counsel from God to submit to Babylon (Jer. 27:1-14), Zedekiah
rebelled against Babylon. This act led to the destruction of Jerusalem and the temple in 587-586.
Lamentations pours out the anguish of soul that resulted from God’s turning away from them in
blessing and turning toward them in anger.

4. Literary character:

a.  While Lamentations is often read as an individual expression of anguish, it is better understood as
a corporate lament, much like many of the Psalms (44, 60, 74, 79, 80). Occasional expressions
from an individual are a literary device to communicate the personal nature of their suffering by
personifying the people as an individual expressing grief. For example, the man in 3:1-21 is
probably best understood as personified Jerusalem.

b. Each of the five chapters corresponds to a literary unit. The first four are acrostics (the beginning
of each verse or line starting with sequential letters of the Hebrew alphabet).

5. Structure and themes:

a. Ch. 1 describes the city from an outside perspective, forsaken and full of distress.

b. Ch. 2 focuses on the wrath of God experienced from the perspective of those within.

c. Ch. 3 rehearses God’s faithfulness even from the perspective of times of great trouble. This
section is actually the most hopeful and includes the well-known statement: “The steadfast love of
the LORD never ceases; his mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning; great is
your faithfulness.”

d. Ch. 4 rehearses the sins of all classes of people who are suffering God’s anger.

e. Ch. 5is a prayer for restoration; while not overtly hopeful, the very fact that they are looking to
the Lord in their prayers is a sign of confidence in God.
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Ezekiel

1. Introduction — Ezekiel ministered as a prophet in exilein Babylon. He warned the people of God's
impending judgment against Judah and Jerusalem. Using symbolic actions as well aslanguage, he
showed that God would destroy Jerusalem. The exile would continue for many years. However, God
would judge the nations around Judah and ultimately restore a refined remnant of the people to the
land and rebuild Jerusalem and a more glorious temple.

2. Author and date —While afew critical scholars have predictably raised questions about the authorship
and date of the book, their arguments are unconvincing. The book is clearly attributed to Ezekiel. In
fact, other than the prophetic call in 1:1-3, the entire book is written from the first person perspective.
Ezekiel isthe only prophetic OT book to be written entirely in the first person. The book isfull of
historical markers. In addition, it bears a strong literary unity that testifies to the fact that it was
produced by a single author. The historical coverage of the book can generally be specified down to
the day, since records both from the Bible and other documents alow usto correlate these events
accurately with our own calendar. The book covers a date range of 593-573 B.C. Presumably, the
book would' ve been in process of being written during this time and finalized shortly thereafter.

3. Historical background — Ezekiel was about one year old when King Josiah discovered the law booksin
the temple in the process of reform. He was probably among those who hoped that the decline of
Assyriawould mean peace and freedom for Judah. However, thiswas not to be. Josiah waskilled in
a battle with Neco of Egypt. His son Jehoahaz became king, but Neco immediately deposed him and
made his brother Eliakim king, renaming him Jehoiakim. After Babylon defeated Egypt, Jehoiakim
rebelled against Nebuchadnezzar. Jehoiakim died, and his son Jehoiachin was |eft to face the
Babylonian armies. He was dethroned and taken captive in 597, along with many of the higher class,
including Ezekiel. Ezekiel conducted his prophetic ministry from Babylon, first warning of the
destruction of Jerusalem and the temple and then offering hope after his prophecy was fulfilled in 586.

4. Structure:
a.  Judgment on Judah and Jerusalem (1-24)
b. Oraclesagainst foreign nations (25-32)
c. Thewatchman warns of destruction (33)
d. Blessing for Judah (34-39)
e. Blessingsfor Jerusalem and a new form of temple (40-48)

5. Themes:

a.  New Jerusalem—The NT refersto Ezekiel (without once mentioning the name!) directly or
indirectly at least 65 times. Forty-eight of those references occur in Revelation. John builds on
Ezekiel’ s vision of the new temple and shows us that in the new heavens and new earth the
heavenly city will come to earth and God’ s dwelling place will be with men. Other NT writers
pick up on the implications of the temple prophecy and depict the church as the temple, the
building in which God manifests his special presence.

b. Life-giving water — Ezekiel saw atrickle of water flowing from the temple that became a mighty
river of life-giving, fresh water (48:1-12). Jesus alludesto this and proclaims himself to be the
source of thislife-giving water to al who ask.

c. Individua responsihility — The people had adopted a proverb that “ The fathers have eaten sour
grapes, and the children’ s teeth are set on edge.” By this they were disclaiming any responsibility
for the judgment that was about to fall. While the impending judgment was due in part to the
guilt of their fathers, Ezekiel rebukes their unwillingness to face their own sin and places the
responsibility for their judgment on their unwillingness to repent and turn to the Lord
wholeheartedly.

d. Holiness and mercy — God would demonstrate his justice and holiness by judging the people but
exercise great mercy in restoring a remnant to the land in a more glorious manifestation of grace.
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Daniel

1. Introduction — The book of Daniel appears to be a split personality. Thefirst half of the book isthe
beloved stuff of children’s Bible stories, while the second half isin many respects a mystery even to
serious students of prophecy. Furthermore, the book was written in two different languages, Aramaic
and Hebrew. The basic message of Daniel isthat God is sovereign even in hostile territory; he turns
evil for his own purposes and will eventually crush it completely.

2. Author, date, historical setting — Until the beginning of the 20" century, the consensus among
Christian and Jewish scholars was that the book was written by Daniel, an exiled Jew who served in
the government of Babylon. Not surprisingly, this perspective has been questioned, in part because
unbelieving scholars cannot accept the clarity of some of his prophecies before the fact. The internal
evidence indicates that Daniel wrote at least the latter half (7-12). Daniel refersto himself in the first
person throughout this prophetic section (e.g. 7:2). The New Testament names Daniel as the author in
Matt. 24:15-16; however, this reference only cites portions from the prophetic second half of the book.
One option open to conservative Bible believersis that Daniel wrote most of 7-12, with third-person
introductions (e.g. 7:1) and other framing provided by alater editor under inspiration. Itis
conceivable that the earlier chapters were written by alater author about Daniel as an introduction to
his prophecy. Theinternal evidence doesn’t allow us to be dogmatic either way. The traditional view
is certainly consistent with the evidence, and Daniel would have had access to the events recorded in
thefirst part, since he himself was a central part of those events. Daniel was among those who were
carried into exilein 605 B.C., about 18 years before the final destruction of Jerusalem at the hands of
the Babylonians. Daniel’s service in Babylon lasted through several kings and two separate empires.
His prophecy concerns the rise and fall of future empires and God'’ s sovereignty in the midst of these
upheavals.

3. Literary character and language — Daniel is not considered to be one of the more outstanding examples
of literary style among the books of the OT. The characters are flat and idealized; the stories are
simple; questions about the Gentile kings' attitude toward God are left unanswered. Y et even these
characteristics point us past the form to the purpose of the book. Daniel isroughly divided into two
genres — court narrative and apocalyptic prophecy. Apocalyptic prophecy is generally characterized
by along-distance view of the end times, arevelation given by a mediator (an angel in this case),
bizarre imagery, and a context in which God’ s people are oppressed. Daniel iswritten in two
languages, 1:1-2:4a and 8:1-12:13 in Hebrew and 2:4b-7:28 in Aramaic. Oddly, these two sections do
not coincide with the two different genres. Some of each genre (story, apocalypse) is written in each
of the two languages. While speculation abounds to explain this, no compelling explanation exists.
Nor is our understanding of the book affected by the lack of an explanation.

4. Message:
a.  Daniel and hisfriends are amodel of Jeremiah’s exhortation (Jer. 29:4-7) — " But seek the welfare

of the city where | have sent you into exile, and pray to the LORD on its behalf, for in its welfare
you will find your welfare.” (v. 7). They work respectfully within the pagan system but with
faithfulnessto God as their ultimate principle. As such, they serve as an example for all believers
who arein spiritual exile from their heavenly country (the new heavens and new earth).

b. Faithfulnessto God inevitably brings conflict with prideful idolaters. God sometimes chooses to
rescue his people in dramatic ways; he demonstrates his power and commitment to rescue us
from our final enemies—sin and death.

c. All thenationsarein God's hands and are working out his purposes, even in the midst of pride,
ignorance, and rebellion. Evil concentrated in human government will often be a plague and trial
for the people of God in this age, but the one who rides the clouds like a chariot and the Ancient
of Dayswill crush all rebellion, and the King of Kings will reign righteously forever and ever.
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Hosea

1. Introduction — Hosea is best known as the minor prophet who was commanded by God to marry a
prostitute as a symbol of God’s marriage to unfaithful Israel (Chapters 1-3). The remaining chapters
are not as well known and are more difficult to understand. As a general theme, Hosea announces
God’s judgment as well as his love for Israel (the northern kingdom) prior to Israel’s fall to the
Assyrians and exile into Assyria.

2. Author and date — The book is attributed to Hosea son of Beeri. Critical scholars have typically
questioned this claim, pointing to 1) indications of a southern (kingdom of Judah) perspective in a
number of passages (e.g., 2:2, 4:15, 5:5-14; 8:14, 10:11, 12:1-3) and 2) words of hope, which earlier
critical scholars claimed were not to be found in pre-exilic prophets. Even critical scholars have given
up the older critical notion that the prophets announced no hope. Many conservative scholars allow for
the possibility that some later updates were added to the basic text under divine inspiration to reflect
the perspective of Judah and apply the words of Hosea to that situation. However, the bulk of the work
is to be assigned to Hosea, a fact which even critical scholars are beginning to acknowledge. Nothing
is known of Hosea outside the book by his name. According to information from the contemporary
kings listed in 1:1, he was a contemporary of Amos in the north and of Isaiah and Micah in the south.
He is estimated to have been active during the period 750 to 715 B.C.

3. Background and purpose — As Hosea began his ministry, both the northern and southern kingdoms
were experiencing a period of prosperity. Soon after, however, Assyria started to turn their attention to
Israel. Israel began to pay tribute but then joined with Syria to attempt to throw off this control from
Assyria. Israel and Syria tried to force Judah by military force to join with them to oppose Assyria.
Ahaz king of Judah refused to do so and appealed to Tiglath-Pileser 111, king of Assyria, to help him.
Assyria responded by attacking the north, taking a portion of the Israelites into exile, and installing
Hoshea as an Assyrian puppet king over Israel. Hosea speaks to this situation as well as the initial
prosperity.

4. Major themes and ideas:

a. Hosea’s marriage: God directed Hosea to marry a woman whose marital unfaithfulness pictured
Israel’s unfaithfulness to God. After she demonstrated her unfaithfulness, Hosea was instructed to
go after her to show God’s faithfulness and the return of God’s people back to the Lord in the
latter days. Hosea was one of the first to draw out the connection between the marriage covenant
and the covenant between God and his people; these are the only two relationships that should be
exclusive. This analogy is picked up by New Testament writers and applied to the relationship
between Christ and the church (Eph. 5:22-33).

b. The covenant: Hosea’s charges against Israel are based on God’s covenant with Israel as
prescribed in Deuteronomy. Hosea’s judgment speeches confirm the curses announced by
Deuteronomy (e.g., 4:10-11a cmp. Deut. 28:17-19, 32:24-28). Hosea says explicitly that
judgment is coming because they broke the covenant (6:7, 8:1).

c. Judgment and salvation: The structure and theme of Hosea are difficult to understand and
summarize. However, a pattern that reveals cycles of judgment and hope can be discerned. They
are judged due to evil priests, prophets, and rulers. Their willingness to trust foreign powers over
God’s protection is also condemned. They will wander again in the wilderness away from God’s
presence (2:14). But there is also hope. God will not forsake his people forever. He will heal
their apostasy (14:4); they will return to God (14:7). The New Testament picks up on Hosea’s
mocking of death personified and God’s offer of victory: “O Death, where are your plagues? O
Sheol, where is your sting?” The hope held out by Hosea is made effective by Jesus’ victory over
death and hell for his people.
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Joel

1. Introduction — Joel describes a locust plague as a means of leading the reader to understand the Day of
the Lord, a day in which the Lord’s armies will invade and devastate the land.

2. Author, date, historical setting — The prophet Joel of Pethuel (1:1) is unknown outside of the book.
Several Joels are mentioned in other places in Scripture, but none can be clearly identified as this
prophet. Most scholars accept the unity of the book. However, a great deal of disagreement exists
concerning the dating of the book. The book itself has no clear chronological notations, so the dating
of the book must be determined on the basis of implications of the subject matter. Some believe the
book was written as early as the 9" century B.C. This date is based on the order of Joel in the Hebrew
canon. However, the Septuagint places Joel after Micah (late 8" century). The position of Joel is
probably due to a thematic rather than a chronological grouping. Others have noted several features
(or notable silences) of the subject matter: mention of elders and priests (1:2, 13; 2:16) but no mention
of a king, no mention of idol worship or foreign deities, the theme of the nations arrayed in battle
against the Lord (3:9-17), references to the Jews being dispersed into the surrounding nations (3:1-2),
and references to the functioning of the temple (1:9, 13-16; 2:15-17). All of these factors seem to be
most consistent with a date after the exile and the rebuilding of the temple.

3. Language and style — The very fact that Joel is difficult to date suggests that Joel was intended to be
used as a public reading in worship that would be meaningful under a variety of circumstances. For
example, the book calls for repentance, but no specific sins are mentioned. As a result of this non-
specific nature, Joel strikes modern readers as more powerful and directly applicable than some other
prophetic literature. Joel draws on many figures, phrases, and terms from the body of prophecy prior
to the exile. For example, while Isaiah and Micah prophecy peace in terms of swords being beaten into
plowshares, Joel picks up and reverses the figure, mocking the nations by calling on them to beat their
plowshares into swords to gather themselves against the armies of the Lord (3:9-11). References to
Ezekiel and Amos can also be identified.

4.  Structure:
a. The current disaster — a locust plague
i.  Description (1:1-12)
ii.  Call to lamentation (1:13-14)
iii. A foretaste of the Day of the Lord (1:15-20)
b. The Day of the Lord presented as a locust plague
i.  Description (2:1-11)
ii.  Call to repentance in hopes of mercy (2:12-17)
iii. The Lord relents and assures (2:18-27)
c. The coming Day of the Lord
i.  Description (2:28-32)
ii. Judgment on the nations (3:1-17)
iii.  Salvation for the people of God (3:18-21)

5. Themes:

a. God warns his people, sometimes with harsh judgments. But he warns with merciful intention
and loves to show mercy to repentant people.

b. The Day of the Lord will be a day of both salvation and judgment — salvation to those who belong
to the Lord and are repentant but judgment to those who are God’s enemies and are arrayed
against him.

c. The giving of the Spirit at Pentecost is referenced by Peter (Acts 2:16-21) as a fulfillment of Joel
(2:28-32). This is a further step in God’s merciful gathering of his exiled people and a step
toward that Day in which the nations will be winnowed and judged.

Reference:
An Introduction to the Old Testament, R. B. Dillard and T. Longman 11, Zondervan, 1994.
A Survey of the Old Testament, Hill and Walton, Zondervan, 2000.



AmMos

1. Introduction — Amos, one of the minor prophets, records the message of the prophet Amos addressed
to Israel and the surrounding nations prior to Israel’s fall to the Assyrians and exile into Assyria.

2. Author and date — The book is attributed to Amos of Tekoa. There is no mention of Amos in Scripture
outside the pages of his book. However, the book of Amos gives us a basic picture of the man.
Although he was a prophet to the northern kingdom (Israel), he was from Tekoa, a town in the
southern kingdom (Judah) about five miles south of Bethlehem. He was a shepherd (1:1) and
apparently not a “career” prophet or from a line of prophets (7:14). Some have tried to make a case
that Amos was actually a member of the upper society of Israel and his designation as a shepherd
indicated a supervisory role, perhaps being the manager of shepherds or a large-scale breeder.
However, the weight of evidence makes this quite implausible. He was also said to be a “dresser of
sycamore figs”, which was regarded as food for poor people. His position in the lower levels of
society may have helped him to see more clearly the sins of the rich. Amos was a contemporary of
Hosea in the north and Isaiah and Micah in the south, ministering in the first half of the 8" century
B.C. There is a wide variety of opinion about the length of his ministry. Some believe the entire
message of the book was delivered on a single occasion; others believe his ministry may have lasted
many days or much longer.

3. Background and purpose — During the time of Amos, King Jeroboam in the north and King Uzziah in
the south had prospered greatly. The combined land of the two kingdoms nearly encompassed the area
held during the glory days of David and Solomon. During this time, a wealthy class had emerged.
Much of Amos’s message is aimed at the abuse of power and wealth among the rich. On the horizon,
however, was the threat of Assyria. Amos spoke to Israel of her unfaithfulness in the shadow of this
threat.

4. Major themes and ideas:

a. Oracles against the nations (ch. 1-2): Amos brilliantly encircles Israel with the judgment of the
surrounding nations only to zero in on Israel and her judgment as his central point. Amos
mentions Syria to the northeast, Philistia to the southwest, Tyre to the northwest, then Edom,
Ammon, and Moab to the southeast, and finally Judah to the south. Then he springs his trap, and
Israel is caught in the middle. The nations are guilty of war crimes. And while the Israelites are
readily agreeing to this indictment, Amos lays the charge to Israel that they are just as guilty of
social injustices on the home front.

b. Covenant lawsuit (ch. 3-6): Amos brings a covenant lawsuit on God’s behalf against the people of
Israel. This form of speech had a standard form in the covenant relationships in the ancient Near
East. We see a close approximation of this form in 3:1-15 — a rehearsal of the history of the
relationship and the failure to maintain it, witnesses and cross-examination, and a confirmation of
the lawsuit messenger. Amos draws on ideas from the Pentateuch in a number of places to draw
out his charges and the curses of disobedience. Amos’ message is fully integrated with the earlier
revelation of Moses and the covenant established there with Israel.

c. The remnant: God was unalterably committed to a perpetual relationship with the offspring of
Abraham. Yet he was also equally committed to his own holiness and glory and the requirement
of holiness in his people. These two ideas are clearly in tension; they are dealt with through the
concept of the remnant. God would judge and winnow his people, but a remnant would survive
and thrive under God’s blessing (9:9-15).
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Obadiah

1. Introduction — Obadiah is the shortest book in the Old Testament, consisting of only 21 verses in a
single chapter. In a small package, Obadiah pronounces God’s judgment upon Edom for their unjust
treatment of God’s chosen nation Israel.

2. Author, date, historical setting — At least a dozen Obadiahs are mentioned in the Old Testament outside
the book of Obadiah; however, none of them appear to be the author of this book. Nothing other than
authorship is revealed about Obadiah in his little book. A few scholars date the book in the 9" century
B.C., based primarily on the order in which the book appears in the canon among the twelve minor
prophets. The books are indeed in chronological order wherever we can verify it. However, the books
that are not clear in their chronology appear to be grouped by similar theme and vocabulary.
Furthermore, the Septuagint puts these books in a different order from the Hebrew text.

Most scholars date the book in the 6™ century B.C. after the Judean exile. This dating is based
primarily on the condemnation of Edom in vv. 11-16 for raiding Judah when Jerusalem fell to the
Babylonians. This event is also mentioned in other places (Ps. 137:7, Lam. 4:21-22, and the
apocryphal book 1 Esdras 4:45). The Edomites were descended from Esau. From the moment of their
birth, Jacob and Esau had been in conflict. This carried through to the Exodus, when the Edomites
refused to allow Israel to pass through their territory on the way to Canaan (Num. 20:14-21). Israel
had often subdued and ruled over Edom, but Edom had sometimes thrown off this yoke and raided
Israel. During the reign of Ahaz (mid-8th century B.C.), Edom had thrown off Israelite control for the
last time. Apparently, when Jerusalem fell, the Edomites either cooperated with Babylon or took
advantage of the opportunity to stage their own raids against Judah. This event is the context into
which Obadiah speaks.

3. Structure and literary observations — Many different structures have been proposed for Obadiah, but
none of them seems to have any consensus support. Scholars have noted a significant literary link
between Obadiah 1-9 and Jeremiah 49:7-16. It appears that one author was heavily influenced by the
other in their composition; however, it is unclear which one depends on the other.

4. Themes:

a. God is the God of all nations and will hold them all to account.

b. God remembers his covenant with Abraham. The nations will be blessed or cursed as they relate
to the people of God. Jesus echoed the same theme on a more personal level: “He who is not with
me is against me” and “And whoever gives one of these little ones even a cup of cold water
because he is a disciple, truly, | say to you, he will by no means lose his reward.”

c. Consider the sobering consequences of turning one’s back on God’s blessing when it is offered.
Esau despised the blessing and turned his back on the covenant with Abraham. As a result, his
offspring became long-term enemies of the people of God and were ultimately destroyed.

d. Consider the sobering consequences when God’s people do evil to those around them. Jacob’s
deception provoked Esau to become his enemy, which was a thorn in the side of Jacob’s
descendants for centuries.

e. Consider the glory of God’s sovereign election: “Jacob | loved, but Esau | hated.” (Mal. 1:2-3)
This choice worked its way out both in their personal lives and in their offspring.

f.  The conflict between Israel and Edom foreshadows the attempt by Herod, an Idumean and
descendant of Esau, to destroy the true Israelite, Jesus, at his birth. (Matt. 2:16)
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Jonah

1. Introduction — Jonah was a prophet, but the book of Jonah is focused more on an episode in the life of
Jonah than the prophetic message of Jonah. In fact, only one sentence of Jonah's message is recorded
in the book! The book concerns Jonah' s reaction to the call to preach to a heathen nation, hisvain
attempt to run from God' s call, and his frustration when God indeed demonstrates mercy to the
enemies of Israel. The most memorable event in the book is when Jonah is swallowed by a great fish
after being cast into the sea. This book has many implications for our view of God and our attitude
toward God’ s enemies.

2. Author and date — The book does not indicate either the author or the time frame in which it was
written. Jonah himself was a historical figure, a prophet who lived during the reign of Jeroboam Il
and prophesied the restoration of the borders of the northern kingdom (2 Kings 14:25). Liberal
scholars have questioned the historicity of the book because they couldn’t believe aman could survive
for three daysinside afish. This attitude betrays an unwillingness to consider the supernatural
intervention of God. Such an anti-supernatural presupposition is at odds with the entire testimony of
Scripture. Even some conservative scholars have concluded that the book is aform of parable and not
historical, not because of an anti-supernatural bias but because of some of the elements of the story
itself. They point out the historical vagueness — Jonah is the only person named, even the king of
Nineveh isn’t named, and Nineveh was only the capital city of an entire empire over which aking
ruled. According to thisview, Jesus' references to Jonah should be taken as a reference to a character
in astory, just as one might say “remember the good Samaritan.” While we cannot be dogmatic, these
arguments seem unsatisfying. To use ahistorical character in afictional work that impugns his
character as a prophet would seem to be unethical. Jesus didn’t merely refer to Jonah as an object
lesson, but he said that “The men of Nineveh will rise up at the judgment with this generation and
condemn it, for they repented at the preaching of Jonah, and behold, something greater than Jonah is
here” (Matt. 12:41). That is, real, historical people who repented at the real preaching of Jonah will
be at the final judgment to condemn those who refused to repent.

3. Literary character — Even though Jonah is a historical account, it is more than a simple record of
action. Itisaskillful literary work. A number of themes can be traced through the narrative. For
example, the theme of “rising up” is prominent in the story. God calls Jonah to “arise, go to Nineveh.”
“...and Jonah rose up to flee...” The sailors call Jonah to “arise, call upon your god!” After being
delivered by and from the fish, Jonah again receives the call to “arise, go to Nineveh.” Thistime
Jonah “arose and went.” Many such devices can be identified.

4.  Structure (two acts, two scenesin each act):
a.  Jonah fleesfrom God's call (1-2)
i. Ontheway to Tarshish (1)
ii. Inthebelly of thefish (2)
b. Jonah goesto Nineveh (3-4)
i.  Jonah warns and Nineveh repents (3)
ii. Jonah isdispleased by God' s mercy (4)

5. Message:

a. Wecannot ignore or escape God' s call. Our rebellion may endanger some and deny others the
benefits of our labors.

b. Discipline can be an act of great mercy. Jonah praises God in the belly of the fish.

c. Godisconcerned about the welfare of the nations, not just the people of Isragl. Even though we
may be abused and persecuted, we must love our enemies as God loves his.

d. Jesusisgreater than Jonah (Matt. 12:41); Jonah preached reluctantly, while Jesus gave hislife
willingly.
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Micah

1. Introduction — Micah, one of the minor prophets, and a contemporary of Isaiah, ministered during the
tumultuous times prior to the Babylonian exile. He announced God’s judgment on injustice and made
God’s demands clear. He provided a glimpse of hope by prophesying a remnant and the reign of a
king to come out of Bethlehem. The structure of Micah is difficult to follow. The book of Micah is
best understood as an anthology of Micah’s oracles, not necessarily arranged chronologically.
However, he predicts the overthrow of Samaria and Sennacherib’s invasion in the early part of the
book and foresees the exile in Babylon and the restoration to the land near the conclusion.

2. Author and date — The book is clearly attributed to Micah of Moresheth. He is mentioned in Jeremiah
(26:18-19) as having prophesied the same thing that Jeremiah was prophesying in his day. This
reference indicates that Micah’s ministry was prominent enough to be known and was probably
therefore already written down by Jeremiah’s time. It is fashionable among critical scholars to
attribute only the first three chapters to Micah and the remainder to a later author/editor. However,
there is no compelling reason to deny Micah full authorship if one accepts the possibility of predictive
prophecy. Micah was a contemporary of Isaiah (latter half of the 8" century B.C.). He is said to have
ministered during the reigns of Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah (1:1).

3. Background and purpose — The military success of Uzziah had begun a period of economic
development that had created a distinct merchant class. This class had begun to exercise economic and
political power over the agrarian class. In addition, the Assyrians had risen to power and had already
destroyed and deported the northern kingdom of Israel. They also invaded Judah multiple times. In
this context, Micah delivered a message of God’s judgment against injustice and superficial religion.
He states his purpose in 3:8: “But as for me, | am filled with power, with the Spirit of the LORD, and
with justice and might, to declare to Jacob his transgression and to Israel his sin.”

4. Major themes and ideas:

a. The judgment: God was angry with his people because of their sin. Their sin concerned both their
worship as well as their social interaction and injustice. God would bring the Assyrians and the
Babylonians to destroy them because they had broken covenant with their God.

b.  The deliverer: In two places (2:13 and 5:2-9) Micah speaks of a king who would deliver his
people. He would come out of Bethlehem, which indicates a king from the line of David but
distinct from the line of kings of that day, who ruled from Jerusalem. Micah’s prophecy
anticipates the coming of the Messiah, the ideal Davidic king, who delivers, rules over, and
protects his people.

c. What the Lord requires: Probably the most well known passage from Micah is 6:8:

He has told you, O man, what is good;

and what does the LORD require of you
but to do justice, and to love kindness,

and to walk humbly with your God?

This is a beautiful call to God’s people, directing them how to repent of their sins and renew their
covenant relationship with the Lord. Obedience is better than sacrifice. Humility is better than
prideful independence.
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Nahum

1. Introduction — Nahum delivers a prophetic message in poetic form, a beautifully written but scathing
condemnation of Ninevah for her role as the capital city of Assyriain attacking and taking Isragl (the
northern kingdom) captive. Nahum prophecies the demise of Nineveh.

2. Author, date, historical setting —Nahum isidentified as the author in 1:1. His name means “comfort”
or “compassion.” Heissaid to be from Elkosh. There are several theories about its location, but
knowledge of the location does little to help us understand the book. Nahum probably wrote
somewhere between 652 and 626 B.C. Thebes had already fallen in 664 (3:8), and Nineveh was yet to
fall to the Babylonians and Medes (612).

3. Literary character — Nahum is widely recognized as beautiful poetry with a harsh message. Nahum is
amaster of imagery aswell as parallelism. Nahum uses an acrostic (beginning each line in sequence
with the next letter of the alphabet) in Ch. 1. Unlike many other prophecies, Nahum is not a mixture
of history and arecord of prophecy occurring in the midst of the historical. Rather, the entire book is
the message itself. The book istightly structured, with taunts against Nineveh masterfully woven
together and ending in adirge.

4. Comparison to Jonah — There are several interesting points of comparison and contrast with the book

of Jonah:

a.  Both are about prophecies directed toward Nineveh.

b. Jonahisamost entirely historical, with only one verse devoted to the message delivered; Nahum
isentirely composed of the message against Nineveh.

c. Neither message offers hope, but the Ninevites repent at Jonah's message.

d. InJonah the end result is that the Ninevites repent; in Nahum the end result isthat Nineveh isto
be destroyed.

e. InJonah God is portrayed as merciful toward the nations; in Nahum heis portrayed as
righteously indignant toward those who destroy his people.

f.  Both Jonah and Nahum end with arhetorical question. No other book of the Bible endswith a
rhetorical question.

5. Structure:
a.  God thedivine warrior fights for his people and punishestheir enemies (1)
b. A vision and taunt concerning Nineveh's destruction (2)
c. Thecasefor Nineveh's destruction (3)

6. Message:

a.  God issovereign and may use any instrument he pleases for the discipline of his people. And yet
that instrument is morally responsible for its actions and will be held accountable for its own sin.

b. Godisadivinewarrior. He fights on behalf of hispeople. Thiswould have been a particular
encouragement to the people of Judah, who lived through the threat of Assyria and were assured
that their enemy would be cast down. This ought to encourage us as we face the enemies of souls
all around and within us.

c. Christ himself has become awarrior on our behalf, fighting against Satan, sin, and death on
behalf of hispeople (1 Cor. 15:20-28, Col. 2:14-15, Eph: 4:7-11, Rev. 19:11-21).
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Habakkuk

1. Introduction — Habakkuk could in many respects be called alittle Job. He wrestles with the question
of God’sjustice in his dealings with humanity. However, while Job asks why the righteous suffer,
Habakkuk asks why the wicked prosper. In Habakkuk, God chooses to provide some answers.

2. Author, date, historical setting — Habakkuk isidentified as the author, and there islittle dispute over
the unity of the book. Nothing is known about Habakkuk except the little that can be gleaned from the
book itself. The book is set late in the Assyrian period or early in the Babylonian period. Some argue
that the unexpected nature of the Babylonian rise (1:5-6) suggests a prophetic statement and therefore
adate prior to their actual rise. Otherswould place the book early in the period after the Babylonians
had already established themselves, a conclusion based on past-tense references to their military
successes (2:8). Therefore, the time period recorded is probably no earlier than about 640 B. C. since
the Babylonian judgment would come “in your days’ (1:5), and the Babylonian exile of Jehoiachin
king of Judah occurred in 598. The time period was probably no later than the Babylonian exile of
Jehoiachin king of Judah in 598 if 1:5 is taken as prophetic.

3.  Message — Habakkuk first questions why God does not judge unrighteous Judah for her sins. God
replies that he will judge Judah by sending Babylon against her. Thisraises an even larger question
for Habakkuk —how can ajust God allow an even more wicked nation to triumph over Judah? God
answers Habakkuk in two ways. First, arighteous man will trust God and order his ways rightly, even
if he does not have an immediate answer to his questions. Second, Babylon will be judged as well.

4.  Structure (modified from Hill and Walton):
a Discourse 1
i. Prayer: Habakkuk’s complaint concerning wicked Judah (1:1-4)
ii. Answer: oracle of judgment — Babylon to invade Judah (1:5-11)
b. Discourse?2
i. Prayer: Habakkuk’s questions concerning God'’ s justice (1:12-17)
ii.  Instruction from God (2:1-3)
iii. Answer 1: responsibility of the righteous (2:4-5)
iv. Answer 2: oracle of judgment against Babylon (2:6-20)
c. Discourse3
i. Prayer: Habakkuk’s request for mercy (3:1-2)
ii. Reflection: the sovereign power of God to deliver (3:3-15)
iii. Acceptance: Habakkuk’s trust in God' s sovereignty (3:16-19)

5. Themes:

a. We cannot expect to understand all God' s specific dealings with nations, but we can trust that he
will bring about justice in his perfect timing.

b. “Therighteous shall live by hisfaith” (2:4b). Paul uses this same statement to establish the point
that righteousness comes by faith and not works. That is, we must trust God to bring about
justice and remove our guilt. We trust him even when we see what appears at first to be injustice,
in that God does not treat us as our sins deserve.
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Zephaniah

1. Introduction — Zephaniah speaks to the rebellious people of Judah about the coming day of the Lord, a
day of judgment against Judah and the nations, and a day in which mercy is also shown to a remnant of
the people.

2. Author, date, historical setting — The book describes the prophetic ministry of Zephaniah, who is
shown to be a descendant of the godly King Hezekiah (1:1). Because of his family line, he probably
had connections within the royal court so that he could observe first-hand and condemn the sins of
those in leadership in Judah. Zephaniah ministered during the reign of Josiah. Josiah had instituted
sweeping reforms in Judah, particularly in the worship of God, and had cleansed the nation of idol
worship. However, the flagrant idolatry of King Manasseh over a period of 50 years before Josiah had
done severe damage to the nation, and apparently Josiah’s reforms had not changed the general heart
attitude of the people. Zephaniah anticipates the day in which a powerful foe would come against
Judah. Since even Assyria was to be a victim of this foe (2:13-15), it appears that the anticipated foe
must have been Babylon. Zephaniah was a contemporary of Jeremiah.

3. Structure (Hill and Walton):
a. Judgment (1:1-3:8)
i.  warning of universal judgment (1:1-3)
ii. judgment against Judah and Jerusalem (1:4-13)
iii. the Day of the Lord (1:14-2:3)
(1) judgment against Philistia (2:4-7)
(2) judgment against Cush (2:12)
(3) judgment against Assyria (2:13-15)
iv. indictment against Judah and Jerusalem (3:1-7)
v. warning of universal judgment (3:8)
b. Restoration (3:9-20)

4. Themes:

a. The Day of the Lord is a concept used by previous prophets (e.g., Isaiah 2:6-22 and Amos 5:18-
20, 8:3-13) to describe a day in which God will set things right, judging the wicked and
delivering the righteous. This is a day in which God will vindicate his righteousness by showing
the need for judgment against the wicked and executing it upon them according to his justice.
The day of the Lord foretold by Zephaniah prefigures the Day of the Lord at the end of the
present age, described in the New Testament both by Peter (Acts 2:20, 2 Pet. 3:10) and Paul (1
Cor. 5:5, 1 Thes. 5:2, 2 Thes. 2:2). The Day of the Lord is the final judgment that will purge
away all wickedness (2 Pet. 3:10) and allow the righteous to pass through by God’s mercy (1 Cor.
5:5).

b. God will demonstrate his mercy toward a remnant that produces the fruit of faith. The remnant
concept is found in a number of the prophets and is carried through to the New Testament (Acts
15:17, Rom. 9:27; 11:5).

c. The God of the people of Israel is the God of all the nations. He is not merely a tribal god
concerned only with the loyalty of a local tribe. He calls the nations to account and brings
judgment on the peoples. He will both judge (3:8) and show mercy (3:9) to the nations. All of us
must confront this universal God in the day of judgment.
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Haggai

1. Introduction — In two short chapters, Haggai rebukes and stirs the returned exiles to build the temple
and then encourages them about the glory of the temple in spite of its humble beginnings.

2. Author, date, historical setting — Haggai is traditionally regarded as the author of the book. In this
view, the third-person perspective is understood to be a device that communicates objectivity and
historicity to the reader. Others have taken the third-person perspective as an indicator that the book
was written by a later disciple who, under divine inspiration, took Haggai’s prophetic statements and
set them into a narrative context. Similarities to Chronicles have been used by some to argue for a
somewhat later date, after Chronicles was written. However, a better explanation of this similarity is
that the Chronicler was influenced by Haggai and not the other way around. Very little is known about
Haggai outside his book. He is mentioned by Ezra (5:1, 6:14) as a prophet along with Zechariah.

Cyrus the Persian had issued a decree allowing the Jews to return to their land and to rebuild their
temple. However, most of the exiles were either old or had been born in exile and did not consider
Judah their home; only 50,000 exiles returned (Ezra 2:64; Neh. 7:66). When the arrived, they
encountered a number of challenges. Land and buildings were in disrepair, conflicts occurred with
those who had remained behind, and opposition arose from nearby peoples and officials. The people
had fallen into the temptation to look to their own interests instead of to the Lord and the temple
project.

3. Structure:
a. Haggai rebukes the people for neglecting the building of the temple (1:1-11).
b. The people respond with action and are assured of God’s presence (1:12-15).
c. Haggai warns the people that holiness is not contagious, but work on the temple will be rewarded
by God’s blessing (2:1-19).
d. Haggai points the people to the future realities prefigured by their leader and assures them of his
love and his judgments on their behalf (2:20-23).

4. Themes:

a. God speaks to a people whose relationship with him was only moderately important to
them. This is unacceptable and worthy of God’s discipline. The people were enjoying a
degree of luxury while the house of God stood in ruins. Christians can get caught up in
their own pursuits while neglecting to pursue their relationship with Christ and failing to
build up his people.

b. The people in Haggai’s day encourage us with their wholehearted, immediate action in
the face of a divine rebuke.

c. Labors done with the Lord’s presence are eternally significant. God gives the people two
very powerful assurances: 1) “Work, for I am with you, declares the Lord of hosts.”; 2)
Their present effort would lay the foundation for the future glory of the house of God.

d. The promised glory of the temple taught that the temple under construction was a
provisional fulfillment that would find its highest meaning in Christ himself and his new
covenant people (Matt. 12:6, John 2:19-21, 2 Cor. 6:16, 1 Pet. 2:5).

e. Independent attempts to find significance will be of no value, but God can take even our
feeble, weak obedience and establish it as significant before him.
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Zechariah

1. Introduction — Zechariah is the longest of the minor prophets and is often considered the most difficult.
Zechariah was a contemporary of Ezra and Haggai, calling the people to spiritual renewal and readying
them for worship in relation to the rebuilt temple and beyond.

2. Author, date, historical setting — Zechariah is likely the same individual named in Ezra 5:1; 6:14 and
Neh. 12:16. If so, then he was from a family of priests that returned from the exile. He ministered to a
people who had returned to rebuild Jerusalem and the temple and were faced with many temptations,
questions, and trials. Scholars have noted a significant contrast in style and focus between chs. 1-8 and
chs. 9-14. As a result, some scholars have theorized that the book was written by two (or more!)
different authors, possibly separated by a large period of time. However, the differences between these
two sections can be explained plausibly by noting that the same author can adopt very different styles
when the subject changes. The first part is largely concerned with local issues; the second part looks
further into the future. Zechariah may have lived long after the events alluded to in 1-8 and later wrote
9-14 as a more distant prophetic vision. Furthermore, there are many common themes between the two
sections that confirm the unity of the book.

3. Language and style — Zechariah has an impressive literary structure. The parts of the books reflect a
chiastic structure (a nested structure whose parts follow a pattern like A-B-C-C’-B’-A’). As the author
works his way into the structure of 1-8, he works from a focus on the nations (1 and 8), to concerns of
the restored community (2-3 and 6-7), and then zeroing in on the temple area (4, 5). 1-8 is primarily
prose, whereas 9-14 is primarily poetry. 9-14 consists of two oracles, both concerning a more distant
but fuller restoration and rescue of God’s people.

4.  Structure (Dillard and Longman):
a. Zechariah’s claim to authority (1:1-6)
b.  The night visions (1:7-6:8)
i.  the commander and his scouts (1:7-17)
ii.  four horns and four craftsmen (1:18-21)
iii. man with a measuring line (2:1-13)
iv. the high priest in filthy clothes (3:1-10)
v. the menorah and olive trees (4:1-14)
vi. the flying scroll (5:1-4)
vii. the basket of wickedness (5:5-11)
viii. four chariots (6:1-8)
c.  Crown for the high priest (6:9-15)
A question about fasting (7:1-8:23)
e. Two oracles (9-11; 12-14) about Israel’s enemies and the coming of Zion’s king and shepherd

.Q—

5. Themes:

a.  The high priest is stripped of his filthy garments and dressed in clothing provided by God. This is
a beautiful and powerful picture of the reality of justification by faith and the imputed
righteousness of Christ.

b. Zech. 9-14 is the most quoted part of the Old Testament in the gospel narratives of the death of
Christ.

c.  The crowning of the high priest seems to point forward to the Messiah who is both priest and king
in the same person.

d. Zechariah points the people away from focusing on ritual holiness and toward obedience to the
law from the heart.
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Malachi

1. Introduction — Malachi confronts the sins of the Jews who have returned from exile and are now living
as a restored people. The restored remnant manifests unfaithfulness just as their ancestors did, but God
continues to demonstrate his faithfulness and to point the people forward to the hope of something
more glorious than the present.

2. Author, date, historical setting — “Malachi” is unknown as a name elsewhere in the Bible. The
meaning of the name, “my messenger,” and the lack of a genealogical reference has led some to
conclude that this is no name at all but merely an editorial introduction as part of an anonymous
prophecy. However, the name has a similar structure to other Hebrew names and appears in the usual
place for a prophet’s name; therefore, it should be taken as a proper name. Most scholars accept the
unity of the book. Some believe the last three verses are a later addition because they seem somewhat
disconnected from the overall flow. However, these verses harmonize well as a further unfolding of
concepts introduced earlier in the book; there is no need to view them as a later addition. Malachi was
written in the Persian period. The temple had already been rebuilt (516/515 B.C.), and enough time
had passed that the people had become disillusioned over their continued subjugation to the Persians.
Since no mention is made of the leadership of Ezra (458 B.C. or later) or Nehemiah (445 B.C.), most
scholars believe that Malachi was written earlier than this, probably in the 475 B.C. range to allow
enough time after the completion of the temple for disillusionment to set in. Israel continued to be a
small province within the Persian Empire and had not risen to Davidic glory. Material prosperity had
been elusive. And the numbers of those returning had been a small trickle rather than a mighty flow.
The people had become discouraged and had begun to wander from the Lord. Malachi speaks to this
context.

3. Language and style — Malachi is structured into six disputations, each one roughly following the same
pattern: 1) God challenges or accuses the people, 2) the people reply with a question that implies
innocence and/or ignorance, and 3) God points to the evidence of their failure.

4.  Structure (Dillard and Longman):

Introduction (1:1)

Dispute about God’s love (1:2-5)

Dispute about the contempt the priests show God (1:6-2:9)

Dispute about Israel's covenant breaking (2:10-16)

Dispute about God's justice (2:17-3:5)

Dispute concerning repentance (3:6-12)

Dispute about harsh words against the Lord (3:13-4:3)

Appendix — Turn to the Lord and look for Elijah’s preparatory work (4:4-6)
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5. Themes:

a. Disobeying God is unfaithfulness to a covenant relationship. God relates to us as a father and
master and calls us to pure worship from the heart and faithful obedience.

b. Marriage is a covenant before the Lord between a man and a woman in which two become one
with the help of the Lord (2:14-16). One of the purposes of godly marriage is the raising up of
godly offspring. God hates divorce and unfaithfulness. These things are at cross purposes with
God’s purpose. Faithfulness involves a heart commitment between fathers and children (4:6).

c. God lifts the eyes of the Israelites to look for a messenger to prepare the way of the Lord (3:1).
This messenger is identified with Elijah (4:6). Christ himself identifies John the Baptist with the
Elijah prophesied by Malachi (Matt. 11:14; 17:10-12).

Reference:
An Introduction to the Old Testament, R. B. Dillard and T. Longman 11, Zondervan, 1994.
A Survey of the Old Testament, Hill and Walton, Zondervan, 2000.





